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SOVIET NEWSPAPERS REVIEW PROGRESS
IN RADIOFICATION ON RADIO DAY 1953

[On Soviet Radio Dey, 7 May, many newspapers reported on the
rrogress of radiofication. Information from these reports, asg
well as some data from earlier sources, is presented below, for
the l{SSR as a whole and for individual republics.

Numbers in porentheses refer to appended sources. /

USSR

On 7 May 1953, Pravdae gtated that from 1950 to 1952 the number of wired
radio speakers in villages increased 1.5 times, and the nuwmber cf wired radio
centers in kolkhozes almost three times. Pravda added, however, that the rate
of radiofication was not satisfactory, especially in villages: Many kolkhoz
wired radio centers were either not working at full capacity or not at all.
The radio industry was not producing enough loud-speakers nor enough spare parts. :
Redio programs, according 1o Pravda, often do not satisfy the growing interests “
of their listeners.(1)

Leninskoye Znamys reported on 7 May that the plan for constructing radio
" broadcasting stations during the Fourth Five-Year Plan was fulfilled 13S percent.
‘By the end of 1950, the power of wired radio centers had grown 3.5 times, in
comparison with 1945. The paper also stated that all cities ; rayon centers, and
many workers' settlements and rural populated points had been radiofied.(2)

: On 6 May 1953, Tass Informatsiye said that the power of wired radic centers
e had grown 3.5 times over 1945 by the end of 1950, and that the power of the radio
e recelving network exceeded the prewar level by 75 percent.(3)

. Turkmenskays Iskra of 7 Miy 1953 reported that more than 20 new powerful

Al redio broadeasting stations had been built during the postwar Yyears. In the

. same period the power of wired radio centers increased to 300 percant of what it
hed been in 1940 and the number of wired radio speakers in the country had increased
by 4 million.(k) According to Sovetskaya Moldaviya, in 1950 the number of wired
radio centers had increased three times over 19K0.(5)
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According to Sovetskiy Svyazist, in 1952 the state revenues plan for the
communications sector of the economy

was fulfilled only 99.b4 percent. The plan
for capital investment was not fulfilled and some qualitative indexes had de-
elined in comparison to 1951.(6)

Izvestiya stated on 7 Mey 1953 that the rate of radiofica
factory. The Armenian and Georgian SSRs were re

in this respect. One of the main causes for the
of loud-speakers.{7) According to Radio of March 1953, the lack of a power sup-
ply bad considerably limited the number of wired radio centers that could be
built, In many places , vind operated generators were used.(8) Radio of May 1953
reported that organs of the Ministry of Commmnications -- especially radiofica-
tion enterprises of the Georglan and Turkmen SSRs and Chitinskaya, Sverdlovskaya,
and Chelyabinskaya oblasts -- had not fulfilled the 1952 plan for rediofication
of kolkhozes; they had failed to increase the number of wired rodio speakers con-
of Communications. Radio stressed
that 30 million wired radio speakers must be installed by the end of 1955. Dur-

ing 6 Yyears, 1950 - 1955, the Ministry of Communications is to increase the num-
ber of wired radioc speakers in villages L.Y times. So far, Redio continued,
redioficetion is behind schedule.(9}

tion was not satis-
ported to be especially lagging
failure was said to be the lack

RSFSR

Komsomol 'skaye Pravda on 6

May 1953 stated thut hundreds of thousands of
new wired radio centers hav

e been built in lumbering and milli-~ settlements
during the last 2 years. The paper added that loud-speakers had been installed
in hundreds of thousands o

glons of the RSFSR. There were powerful wired radio centers in villages in the
Taign areas of Yekutskaye ASSR » Arkhangel'skaym, Vologodskays, Molotovskays,

Tyvmenskaya, and other oblasts. About 300 low-powered wired radio centers were
equipped for those living in smll settlements. The paper stated that all basic
lumbering and timber-floating trusts have two-vay radioc communication with their

enterprises. 1In 1953, construction of 273 powerful wired radio centers is planned
1n lumbering settlements.(10)

According to Moskovskayn Pravda, in 1952 more than 19,000 new wired radio
speakers were installed ip cities, workers settlements, and kolkhozes of Moskov-
skays Oblaest. More than 60,000 workers in the oblast have radios. Of 2C) kilo-

meters of new radio lines constructed in 1952, a conziderable portion went through
kolkhoz villages,(11)

Vechernyaya Moskva on 8 April 1953 outlined the 1953 plan for communications
in Moskovskaya Oblast, as follows: to exceed the state revenue by 15.9 million
rubles; to lower operational expenses by 3.7 million rubles by rationalizing use
of materials; to finish installing the required number of wired radio speakers on

7 December; to install 5,000 wired radio speakers above tie amount required in the N
plan.(12)

On 6 May, Moskovskiy Komsomolets stated that there were €00,000 wired radio
speakers and more than 200,000 radios in Hoskovskaya Chlest. 1In 1953, the number i
of radios. in kolkhozes had increased ceven tinecs over 10ho. During the first 4
months of 1953, the paper continued, kolkhoz workers acquired about 15,000 radios.
The oblast communications administration has planned to install about 40,000 new
wired radio speakers in villages of itlie oblast in 1953.(1L3)

Moékovskaya Pravda of 7 May 1953 revealed that, diring o 2%-hour period, the
Moscow radio center "Glavsevmorputi® receives move then 15 weabhe reports Irom dif-
fei-ent'pa&"'té of the Far North: from Vrangel', Rudol'r, Dikson and Kotel 'nyy is-
lands; ‘from Shmidi end Chelyuskin capes; from Tilsi and Tikhaya bays and others.(14)
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In April 1953, Radio reported that 160,000 rubles had been saved in Ivanov-
skayn Oblast by combining the work of communications facilities. Work stoppages
in wired radio centers were sharply reduced. Operating periods of 12 wired ra-
dio centers were increased and most wired radio centers were operting from 14 to
17 hours a day. Operating periods for 14 large central comrmnications dapartments
of intra-reyon communications had been increased from 8 to 18 hours.{15)

On 22 April 1953, Sovetskaya Kirglziya reported that wired radio speakers
had been installed in 1553 in Tour villages of Penzhinskiy Rayon in Kamchatskaya
Oblast. Twenty wired radio centers are to be built in 1953 in Koryakskiy National
Okrug alone.(16)

Karelo-Finnish SSR

According to Leninskoye anm of 7 May, “here are 35,000 vired radio speakers
in the Karelo-Finnish SR, There are 10 times more radios and L.5 times more
wired radio centers than in 1940. 1In 1955, the republic is to be completely
radiofied. Eighty wired radio centers are to be built during 1953. Redio broade
casts from Petropavlovsk ere heard six hours daily.(2)

Komsomol 'skaya Pravds stated on G May that during the last 2 years the
number of wired ragio centers in the Karelo-Finnish SSR tripled.{10)
Latvian SSR

Sovetskaya Latviya revealed on 7 Moy that there are more then 80 ,000 wired

radio speakers and more than 130,000 radios in the republic, By 1955, the num-
ber of wired radio speakers in kolkhozes is to increase six times.{17)

On 22 March, the same paper had reported that by the end of 1953, 50,000
kolkhozes and all field brigades are to be radiofied and local radio broadcast-
ing is to be organized in oblast centers and in 20 rayons. 1In 1952, the Ministry
of Light Industry was to manufacture 50,000 loud-speakers, but only 9 percent of
them were produced. Engineering and technical workers of commnications worked
out and introduced & new type of radio equipment permitting broadcasting over
telephone wires, Sovetskaya latviys added, hovever, that the rate of wire radio-
fication in rural atems had been noticeably reduced. Thousands of homes in rayons
were repce-ted to be without wired radio speakers, information and technical as-
sistance was difficult to obtain, and mich red tape vas encountered when materials
vere requested.(18) On 26 April, the paper reported that 1,620 homes of Ogrskiy
Rayon have their own radios; 700 of them were acquired during 31952.(19)

Estonian SSR

On 7 May, Sovetskaya Estoniyn stated thot in comparison with 1945 the number of
wired radio speakers had increased 3.5 times ana tne number ot radio centers had
tripled. 1In Vil'yandiskiy Rayon the wired radio speaker network considerably
decreased during 1952.(20)

Ukrainian SSR

According to Radio of April 1953, about 100,000 rubles had been saved by
the combining of commmications facilities in 198 rayon communications offices
and in 128 communications departments.(15)

Moldavian SSR

According to Sovetskaya Moldaviya, durirg the last 3 years the number of
wired radio speakers increased 2.3 times and the number of kolkhoz wired radio
centers more than three times. The number of loud-speakers increased 18 times
and the number of radios grew more than 8 times during the lnst 3 years.
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The paper reported that, during 1953, 30,000 loud-speakers and 8,000 radios
are to be installed in the republic. During the Fifth Five-Year Plan, hundreds
of thousands of overhead and underground lines are to be installed and the num-
ber of loud-speakers and radios is to be increased five times. The paper stated B
however, that in Bome rayons wired radio centers have not heen operating regularly
and the quality of broadeasting is inferior ; 80me centers do not operate at full
capacity and others fail to vork at all.(5)

Sovetskaya Moldavy reported on 27 February 1953 that a network of inter-
kolkhoz wired radio centers was growing 1n Lipkanskiy Reyon. An interkolkhoz
wired radio center constructeqd last year in Belyavintsy serves more than one
thousand homes. Recently, a radio 1ine network was installed in Kotyuzhana vil-
lage, where there are 200 wired radio speskers (21)

Georgian SSR

According to Zar. Vostoka of 7 May, there are about 400 wired radio centers
and 120,000 wired radio speakers in the Georgian SSR. The porer added that there
are more than 100 wired radio centers in kolkhozes of the Georgian SSR, but many
of these gpeakers do not work satisfactorily.(22) on 30 April 1953, the paper
reported that a powerful wired radio center is being built in Akhali-Kingri, a
village of Ochamchirskiy Rayon, vhich will serve several villeges. Radio relasy
lines connect a number of other villages in this rayon. The paper added that
loud-speakers were being installed in 600 kolkhoz homes. Villages of Gagrinskiy
Rayon wvere being radiofied and vired radio centers vere under construction in
kolkhozes of Gal'skiy, Sukhumskiy, and Akhaliafonskiy rayons. Thirty-nine vil-
lage wired radio centers were in operation in Abkhazskaya ASSR.(23)

According to Kommunist of T May, there are more than 51,000 wired radio
speekers in the Armenian SSR. Of these, more than one third are located in vil-
lages.(2})

Azerbayilzhnn SSR

on 7 May 1953, Bakinskiy Rabochiy reported that 300 wired radio centers serv-
ing 90,000 wired radio speakers were in operation in citres and villages of the
republic. The Paper added that more than i7,000 wired radio speakers have been
installed in rural areas, and that there are 1,339 radiofied kolkhozes in the
Azerbaydzhan SSR.(25)

Kazakh SSR
Kazakhstans}myu Pravda of 8 M1y revealed that during 1952 about 300 wired

radio centers were put in operation (26) On the brecediag day, however, the
paper reported that the quality of broadeasts did not meeT expectations.(27)

Turkmen SSR

According to Turkmenskaya Iskra, there are more than 53,000 wired radio
speakers and 15,000 radios in the Turkmen SSR  The article stated that, during
the last 3 years, the number of wired radio centers tripled and the number of
wired radio speakers increased nine times. The radiofication of 195 kolkhozes
in the republic has been completed. The article stated, however, that many
kolkhoz wired radio centers do not work because they are out of repair. During
1953, radiofication workers plan to build 600 kilometers of radiofication lines B
to reassemble 22 wired radio centers, and to inerease the number of wired radio
speakers by 13,000, of which 10,000 are to be installed in villages.(4) oOn
8 April, the baper reported that 2,000 wired radio speakers were being put in
operation in 1953 in kolkhoz villages of Xrasnovodskaya Oblast.(28)

-

"Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700120444



-

Sanitized Copy Approv

Uzbek SSR

»

d for Release 1091 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700120444-4

CONFIDENTIAL ] 50X1-HUM

Tedzhik SSR

On 25 April 1953 > Kommunist Tadzhikistana reported that there were wired
radio centers and radio broadcast 1ines in operation in all cities » rayon cen-
ters, and workers' settlements of the Tadzhik SsR.(29)

Kirgiz SSR

According to SovetakaE Kirgizim, there are tens of wired radio centers »
more than 60,000 vired radio speakers, and more than 19,000 radios in the re-
public. By the end of 1955, there are to be 75,000 new wired radio speakers
in the Kirglz S5R.(30)

Oz 7 May, SovetskaE Moldaviy_a‘ reported that in 1953 the number of radio
lustallations in the Uzbek SSR had quadrupled since 1940, Tt stated that more
then 75 percent of all kolkhozes in the republic were radiofied. By using an
"Urozhay" radio center, a dispatcher service was set up in 90 MIS which directed
the work of all tractor brigedes.(5)
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